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Overview

Ç AATF Mandate

¿ Illustration with 5 on -going projects 

ü Product development stage (cowpea, banana, 
rice and WEMA)

ü Product deployment stage (Striga control)

Ç Lessons learnt 



Mission

Access and deliver proprietary agricultural 
technologies for sustainable use by African 
smallholder and in particular resource - poor 
farmers



Our  Strategic Thrusts

Ç Negotiating access to and ensuring stewardship of 
proprietary technologies that enhance the productivity 
of agriculture in Africa

Ç Managing partnerships for project formulation, product 
development and deployment to introduce innovative 
agricultural technologies to African farming systems

Ç Managing information and knowledge to support 
technology identification, product development and 
deployment, and a conducive policy environment



Our Background

Ç A knowledge -based African institution focusing 
exclusively on African priorities

Ç Registered in UK and Kenya as a company limited by 
guarantee in 2003

Ç Registered as a charity in England and Wales

Ç Launched in June 2004 in Nairobi, Kenya

Ç Regional office in Abuja, Nigeria, 



Technology IP Partners Goal

I - R maize BASF/CIMMYT Overcome Striga in maize fields

Insect resistant cowpea Monsanto/CSIRO Control Maruca pod borer

Disease resistant banana Academia Sinica/IITA Control banana bacterial wilt

Nitrogen efficient rice Arcadia/NARS/PIPRA Improve response to N fertilizer

Saline tolerant rice Arcadia/NARS/PIPRA Extend paddy production

Biofortified sorghum Pioneer/Africa Harvest Improve human nutrition

Mycotoxin control USDA/IITA Reduce peanut aflatoxins

Cassava industrialization Brazilian industries Mechanize cassava operations

Drought tolerant maize Monsanto/CIMMYT Reduce impact of drought

Our current project portfolio and 
partners



Develop high quality 
insect resistant cowpea varieties

Constraint: Maruca Pod Borer

Product: Bt-Cowpea
Figure 7. Pod damage by M. vitrata



Project achievements

Ç In May 2005, AATF brokered a license agreement deal with 
Monsanto Company in the USA.

Ç Monsanto donated access and use of the cry1Ab gene 

Ç AATF has  sublicensed the use of the gene to CSIRO and 
IITA

Ç Transgenic cowpea events were obtained and currently 
undergoing efficacy field testing

Ç In July 2009 Monsanto licensed technology for assessing  
expression level of cry1Ab protein in Bt cowpea 
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Bt cowpeas are protected from 
Helicoverpa armigera



Bt cowpea Efficacy field trials in 
Nigeria & Puerto - Rico



Resistance to Banana Bacterial Wilt 
for East African Highland bananas


