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Is international trade fair?

Traditional view on world protection: exports 
of DVGs countries (agriculture; textile-
apparel) are more taxed than exports of Dvds
countries
It supports the idea that trade liberalization is 
development friendly
But preferential schemes…
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Is international trade fair?

Measuring the extent of trade preferences
Methodological problems: until 2004 no database on 
market access with all preferences and all regional 
agreements
MacMaps: database on market access

All trade preferences and regional agreements are 
included
It measures market access for 165 reporting countries, 
208 partners and 5111 products.
It includes ad valorem tariffs, specific duties, mixed 
tariffs and tariff rate quotas by calculating Ad Valorem
Equivalent
The weighing scheme reflects intensity of trade flows, 
but avoids the endogenity bias



Is international trade fair?

Measuring the access to foreign markets
Average duty faced on global exports: from 0.3% 
(Congo DR) to 26.7% (Guyana)
Average duty faced on agricultural exports: from 0.3% 
(Equatorial Guinea) to 87% (Guyana)
Average duty faced on exports higher on agric. 
products (World: 19.1% vs. 4.6% for industrial 
products)
There is no systematic discrimination against a group 
of countries

Measuring the extent of trade preferences
These national differences reflect a composition effect 
and a trade preference effect
Preferences, very often just a compensation



Is international trade fair?
Average duty faced on exports, by group of countries

G
lo

ba
l

Ag
ric

ul
tu

re

In
du

st
ry

Pr
im

ar
y

World 5.5 17.6 4.4 3.3
Africa 4.6 13.9 4.6 1.6

America 5.6 18.6 4.1 1.3
Asia 5.5 17 5.4 1.3

Europe 5.3 16.5 4.5 1.2
Pacific 10 28.2 4.5 2.2

LDC 4.4 10.7 4.8 1.4
MIC 5.5 18.1 5.2 1.4

OECD 5.5 17.7 4.5 1.3



Is international trade fair?
World distribution of average duty faced on exports and ranking of African 
countries - Global
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The role of Asia in unfair agricultural trade
Applied duty on imports, by group of countries
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The role of Asia in unfair agricultural trade
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Concluding remarks

World protection is particularly unfair
It comes from the concentration of protection 
on meat, dairy products, sugar, cereals…
It is partially compensated by preferential 
schemes (with a very differentiated impact by 
country)
SPS and technical barriers amplify this point
Asian countries are greatly responsible…

Very high agricultural tariffs
Small preferences
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